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  Existing Rules and Laws 



Riparian 
classification 

Linear 
miles 

% Total 
stream/ 
ditches 

Buffer 
required 
(feet) 

Shoreland 
Requirement 

21,642 30% 50.0 

Ditch Buffer 
Requirement 

4,022 6% 16.5 

No Buffer 
Requirement 

44,850 64% 0.0 
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  Governor Dayton’s Buffer Initiative 

What is the purpose of the Buffer Initiative?  
 
State policy is to protect all waters from threats of 
serious pollution. The Buffer Initiative supports state 
policy by establishing a 50-foot vegetated buffer that 
reduces erosion and runoff to Minnesota’s waters.  



  Governor Dayton’s Buffer Initiative 

Which waters are included in the proposed buffer requirement? 
 
Statewide, waters will be subject to this requirement if they have a 
defined bed and bank, and have flowing water during the majority 
of the growing season in most years.  



  Governor Dayton’s Buffer Initiative 

 

Will any general exemptions to the 50 foot buffer requirement 
be considered?  
Yes. The following areas would be exempt:  

 Land enrolled in the federal Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP)  

 Public or private water access or recreational use areas  

 Areas covered by a road, building or other structures  

 Municipalities or others in compliance with federal and state 
storm sewer or storm water law  

 



  Governor Dayton’s Buffer Initiative 

 

Water Resources Protection 
required: 
 A 50-foot wide buffer of 

perennially rooted 
vegetation; or 

 Alternative water quality 
practice, or combination of 
practices. 



  Governor Dayton’s Buffer Initiative 

 

Is there financial assistance 
available for landowners?  
 
There are many programs at the 
local, state, and federal level 
that provide assistance for 
establishing buffers.  



  Governor Dayton’s Buffer Initiative 

 

For more information:  
 

www.dnr.state.mn.us/buffers  

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/buffers

